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were in the low-to-mid-thirties. | decided to use the higher number because the
discrepancy may simply be due to how different people counted attendance; e.g., Paul
Poberezny may not have counted Lotzer, himself, Audrey and a few others as attendees,
whereas Cole was more likely to count everyone in the room.

Audrey typed up her husband’s scribbled notes: Chuck Parnall and Bonnie Poberezny,
Poberezny: The Story Begins (Oshkosh, WI: Red One Publishing, LLC), p. 264-265.
Also see Experimenter, (February, 1953).

Second EAA meeting and advocacy for Neal Loving: Duane Cole, This is EAA,
(Milwaukee, WI: Ken Cook Transnational): p. 9-10.

Steve Wittman background: “Steve and Paula Wittman” in “Hotline from
Headquarters,” Sport Aviation, (June, 1995): 5-7. Wittman’s speed record was
established on September 19, 1937.

Wittman’s talk at early EAA meeting: Chuck Parnall and Bonnie Poberezny,
Poberezny: The Story Begins (Oshkosh, WI: Red One Publishing, LLC), p. 267-268.
Tony Maugeri was another popular speaker: ibid., p. 267.

Little Audrey construction: ibid., p. 270-271.

First EAA fly-in: ibid., p. 271-272, Duane Cole, This is EAA, (Milwaukee, WI: Ken

Cook Transnational): pp. 15-21, and “21 Experimental Aircraft Attend First Fly-In,”
Experimenter, (October, 1953): 1-2.

George Bogardus never joined the EAA: email conversation with Richard Van
Grunsven, November 27, 2015 and December 11, 2015.

Restoration of Little Gee Bee: Ken Scott, “VanGrunsvens, Chapter 105 Volunteers
Restore Little Gee Bee,” Sport Aviation, (January, 2007): 78-85

Ray Stits background and the Sky Baby: Leo J. Kuhn, “Our Friend Ray Stits,”
Experimenter, (April, 1955): 4-6.
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Riverside/Flabob Airport background: http://www.flabobairport.org/home/history/,
accessed September 27, 2015; detailed material has since been removed. Duane Cole,
This is EAA, (Milwaukee, WI: Ken Cook Transnational), pp. 29-33 has additional
information on Flabob Airport and Ray Stits.

Chapter formation allowed: Chuck Parnall and Bonnie Poberezny, Poberezny: The
Story Begins (Oshkosh, WI: Red One Publishing, LLC), pp. 275-276.

By the end of 1954, the EAA had seven chapters: Paul Poberezny, “The Homebuilders
Corner,” Experimenter, (December, 1954): 2. Page 3 of the same issue lists only six
chapters with thirteen in formation; the discrepancy is possibly due to different authors
writing at slightly different times.

Mechanix Illustrated readers wrote 1,758 letters to EAA in one month: : Paul
Poberezny, “The Homebuilders Corner,” Experimenter, (April, 1954): 2.

Homebuilders would soon be cranking out creative designs: Leo J. Kohn, “CAA
Official Addresses EAA Members,” Experimenter, (April, 1954): 1, 5.

Second EAA fly-in: Chuck Parnall and Bonnie Poberezny, Poberezny: The Story
Begins (Oshkosh, WI: Red One Publishing, LLC), p. 286.

The newer generation of homebuilders was more mature: “EAA Recommendations to
CAA,” Experimenter, (February, 1956): 3-4 and Bob Whittier, “Popular Flying in the
U.S.A, Part I, Sport Aviation, (January, 1959): 14, 26 (reprint from Popular Flying
magazine).

State of homebuilding regarding plans and kits: “EAA Recommendations to CAA,”
Experimenter, (February, 1956): 3-4. Although the term “kit” was used widely in
magazines such as Popular Aviation and Experimenter, this was the first reference |
found that discussed the possibility of a kit with pre-cut and pre-fabricated parts.

Scherer approached Poberezny: Chuck Parnall and Bonnie Poberezny, Poberezny: The
Story Begins (Oshkosh, WI: Red One Publishing, LLC), p. 281.

The remains of the Corben Sport Plane Company: ibid., p. 274.
Redesign of the Corben Ace: ibid., p. 281.

Corben Ace construction and first flight: ibid., 298 and “The Baby Ace,” Experimenter,
(February, 1955): 3-4.

Additional articles about EAA and homebuilding: Chuck Parnall and Bonnie
Poberezny, Poberezny: The Story Begins (Oshkosh, WI: Red One Publishing, LLC), p.
294.

Poberezny flew around the country to recruit: ibid., p. 2609.

6: The Dream Begins
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Elton Bocage accident: “Jet Pilot Killed in Gulf Mishap,” Victoria Advocate, (January
11, 1955): 1. Bocage was one of a handful of African-American fighter pilots in the
1950s.
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George Welch F-100 accident: “’Graveyard of Aces’ Crash Kills Pearl Harbor Hero,
Long Beach Press Telegram, (October 13, 1954): 10.

Panama Canal exercise: “Non-Stop Foster Jets Rout ‘Foe’ at Panama,” Victoria
Advocate, (April 25, 1957): 1. The book incorrectly reports this attack as taking place in
the fall of 1956; it actually took place in the spring of 1957. Another exercise not
included in the book, “Mobile Baker,” took place in the fall of 1956.

Lindbergh fought to stay awake: Charles Lindbergh, The Spirit of St. Louis (New York:
Scribner, 2003 edition), pp. 343-344, 354-401.

John Hungerford accident: “Foster Pilot Dies in Utah Plane Crash,” Victoria Advocate,
(January 19, 1957): 1.

The Air Force closed Foster Air Force Base: “Pentagon Trolley Has Jumped the Track
in Foster Closing,” Victoria Advocate, (September 1, 1957): 5A.

Juhani Heinonen’s record flight: Michael Friend, “Long Distance Flyers,” Today’s
Pilot, (February, 2007): 58-60 and H. Best-Devereaux, “Ultra-Light Pot Pourri,” Flight,
January 17, 1958, p. 85.

Aircraft design phases: John D. Anderson, Jr., The Airplane: A History of Its
Technology (Reston, VA: American Institute of Aeronautics and Astronautics, 2002)
does a good job of summarizing the design process.

Arnold’s design process is documented in his student project report, Preliminary
Design of an FAI Class | Airplane and Plans for Establishing International Distance
Records, undated, available at http://thepropellerunderthebed.com/wp-
content/uploads/2013/12/E-1-Preliminary-Design.pdf.

7: Stagnation
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A few builders collided with CAA inspectors: Bob Nolinske, “Minutes of the Meeting,
February 25, 1957,” Experimenter, (April, 1957): 13.

CAA officials turned to Poberezny: Chuck Parnall and Bonnie Poberezny, Poberezny:
The Story Begins (Oshkosh, WI: Red One Publishing, LLC), p. 303.

CAA had muddled the modification issue: Civil Aeronautics Manual 1, Paragraph 1.74-
3(b)(1), “Certification, Identification and Marking of Aircraft and Related Products,”
U.S. Department of Commerce, Civil Aeronautics Association, October 1952).

Modifying production aircraft controversy: | found discussions about modifying
production aircraft as early as the April 1955 issue of Experimenter. Multiple related
issues, such as what could be included in a kit, how to define an amateur-built aircraft,
and what restrictions homebuilt aircraft should have placed on them (e.g., homebuilts
originally could not carry passengers or be used for aerobatics), were discussed in
almost every issue of Experimenter through 1957. Duane Cole, This is EAA,
(Milwaukee, WI: Ken Cook Transnational): Chapter 5 provides a good summary of the
various arguments.
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Duane Cole argument: Duane Cole, This is EAA, (Milwaukee, WI: Ken Cook
Transnational): p. 51.

Poberezny thought advocating the privilege was too risky: Paul Poberezny, “The
Homebuilders Corner,” Experimenter, (April, 1956): 2 and Paul Poberezny, “The
Homebuilders Corner,” Experimenter, (December, 1956): 2.

Only about half the original 250 members still belonged: Duane Cole, This is EAA,
(Milwaukee, WI: Ken Cook Transnational): p. 51.

The number of new students had dropped to under 40,000: “CAA Aviation Incentive
Movement (AIM),” Experimenter, (June, 1955): 2-3.

Congress passed a resolution: ibid.

Many homebuilders thought the fuselage violated the rules: The CAA put out new rules
in 1958 clarifying that prefabricated parts were not allowed in Kits at the time. See Dick
Fischbach, “A Summary of New Regulations Dealing with Homebuilt Aircraft,” Sport
Aviation, (November, 1958): 15-16.

CAA rules now allowing passengers in homebuilts: “Wittman Two-Place Homebuilt
First to Receive License,” Experimenter, (February, 1954): 1.

EAA Design Competition: Wes Schmid, “EAA’s International Design Competition,”
Experimenter, (February, 1957): 3.

The competition slipped to 1959: Harry Zeisloft, “EAA Design Competition,” Sport
Aviation, (October, 1958): 34.

By 1959, a promising twenty-four designers: H.C. Zeisloft, “EAA Design Contest,”
Sport Aviation, (January, 1960): 27 lists the 24 competitors.

EAA membership totaled more than 8,000: “A Report on EAA,” Sport Aviation,
(March, 1960): 4. Exact numbers are hard to come by for an organization that adds and
drops members on an almost continuous basis; other articles in this timeframe refer to
“some 7,000 members.” The point here is not exact numbers but the continuous growth
of the organization.

Almost half the experimental category aircraft were built by amateurs: “Revisions to
CAA Regulations Being Studied,” Popular Aviation, (January, 1958): 7 reported that
460 of sbout 1,000 aircraft certified as “experimental” were amateur-built.

Homebuilt rotorcraft ... were becoming popular: Ted Arias, “My Gyro Experiences,”
Sport Aviation, (January, 1960): 11 and Lt. Donald R. Voland, “Some Pointers on
Homebuilt Gyrocopters,” 12-14.

First jet-powered homebuilt: Joan Trefethen, “The ‘Weejet’,” Sport Aviation, (May,
1959): 4-5.

First woman homebuilder: Joan Trefethen, “The Product of a Dare,” Sport Aviation,
(May, 1958): 4-6.

Steve Wittman’s landing gear: Georges Jacquemin, “Landing Gears For Light
Aircraft,” Sport Aviation, (April, 1959): 7.

Flattened fuel tanks: “Editorial,” Experimenter, (August, 1954): 7.

Most members thought the new title was a good thing: Duane Cole, “Sport Aviation,”
Sport Aviation, (June, 1958): 12. The name change occurred with the January, 1958
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issue. Endorsement by Cole, an original EAA founder and often critic, was crucial to
acceptance of the name change.

Members began complaining about a lack of parts: Lewis B. Wilson, “Letters to the
Editor,” Sport Aviation, (January, 1960): 3, 31.

How to get smooth cuts in wood: “Getting Smooth Cuts,” Sport Aviation, (January,
1960): 25.

Straight or curved lower longerons: “Question & Answer Department,” Sport Aviation,
(January, 1960): 21.

1960 fly-in at Rockford: “’59 Fly-In Site Selected,” Sport Aviation, (October, 1958):
26, “Aircraft at the Fly-In,” Sport Aviation, (October, 1960): 4, 6, 8, 10, 12, 14, and Ray
Scholler, “The Honeymoon at Rockford,” Sport Aviation, (October, 1960): 11, 13.

The disappointed judges examined the two entries: Bob Whittier, “Thoughts on the Fly-
In,” Sport Aviation, (October, 1960): 5, 7 and Harry Zeisloft, “EAA Design
Competition,” Sport Aviation, (October, 1960): 24.

Design competition results: Harry Zeisloft, “The 1962 EAA Design Competition,”
Sport Aviation, (October, 1962): 5-8.

Edgar Lesher attendance at Rockford: “1962 Fly-In Trophies and Awards,” Sport
Aviation, (October, 1962): 25, 27, 29, 31.

Lesher background: Thomas Adamson interview, November 4, 2014; Ann Pellegreno
interview, October 29, 2014 and Ann Holtgren Pellegreno, “Professor Lesher, Record-

Setter,” Air Trails Homebuilt Aircraft, (Summer 1970): 10-15, 85-86.
Nomad design: Edgar J. Lesher, “’Nomad,’”” Sport Aviation, (June, 1963): 24-29.

Lesher seized upon Davis’ idea: Ed Lesher, “Teal,” Sport Aviation, (March, 1968): 6-11
and “Ed Lesher and His ‘Teal’ To Go After Records,” Sport Aviation, (May, 1967): 10.

The two-seater weighed nearly 1,000 pounds empty: Edgar J. Lesher, “’Nomad,”” Sport
Aviation, (June, 1963): 24-29; diagram on p. 27 lists the empty weight as 998 Ibs.

Teal design: Ed Lesher, “Teal,” Sport Aviation, (March, 1968): 6-11.

Lesher’s first idea was to find a jockey-size aviator: ibid.

Teal first flew ... had set all the records: Stan Wallis, “One Down, Five to Go,” Sport

Aviation, (September, 1967): 8-10 and Ed Lesher, “Teal Progress Report,” Sport
Aviation, (February, 1971): 10-12.

Viet Cong attacked Tuy Hoa: “VC Raid Wrecks C130s, Damages Other Planes,”
Pacific Stars & Stripes, (July 31, 1968): 23.

9: Young Aviation Turks
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Bob Whittier comments: Bob Whittier, “One Man’s Meat,” Sport Aviation, (October,
1962): 21, 23.
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Amateurs sought out auto engines: Although many of the earliest homebuilt designers
used motorcycle and automotive engines, homebuilders in the 1950s relied heavily on
engines designed for certified aircraft. The renewed interest in automotive designs
began again around 1960, with a series of articles by Bob Whittier in Sport Aviation
that culminated in “Converting the Volkswagen Engine for Flight,” Sport Aviation
(May, 1961): 6-11. After that, an explosion of articles on conversions appeared; e.g.,
Robert G. Huggins, “More About My Corvair and VW Conversions,” Sport Aviation,
(December, 1962): 24-26. The Sonerai made its debut at the 1971 Oshkosh Fly-In; see
Bob Whittier, “Oshkosh 1971 The Best Yet,” Sport Aviation, (October, 1971): 4, 6, 8,
9,11.

Aluminum designs, John Thorp and Robert Bushby: Dennis Parks, “The Second
Decade 1960-1969,” Sport Aviation, (February, 1988): 40-41 provides a good summary
of the Sport Aviation articles from this era.

Ladislao Pazmany: Ray Gordon, “Ladislao Pazmany . . . Designer and Builder,” Sport
Aviation, (October, 1971): 13-14; “Latest Report on Chinese Pazmany Production
Program,” Sport Aviation (September, 1970): 28-29; and Jack Cox, “PL-4 Progress
Report,” Sport Aviation, (July, 1972): 25-26. The Taiwanese Air Force adopted an
earlier Pazmany model, the PL-1, which was very similar to the PL-2 reportedly used or
considered for use by Hong Kong, South Korea, South Vietnam, and Thailand.
Amateur-built aircraft surpassed the number of transport aircraft: David H. Scott,
“Washington Report,” Sport Aviation, (October, 1968): 75.

Fly-in move to Oshkosh: Paul H. Poberezny, “The Homebuilders Corner,” Sport
Aviation, (January, 1970): 2, 58.

Poberezny tried Oshkosh one year in the 1950s: Leo J. Kohn, “One Eye to the Past, the
Other Eye to the Future,” Experimenter, (September, 1956): 3, 18.

Twelve-year lease with Oshkosh: Fly-in move to Oshkosh: Paul H. Poberezny, “The
Homebuilders Corner,” Sport Aviation, (January, 1970): 2, 58 and Bob Whittier,
“Oshkosh 1972,” Sport Aviation, (October, 1972): 4-13. The year of the actual lease is a
little unclear. In 1970, Oshkosh offered a lease of up to fifteen years; Whittier reported
“an agreement ... for twelve more years.”

The 1972 Fly-in: Bob Whittier, “Oshkosh 1972, Sport Aviation, (October, 1972): 4-13.

Jim Bede had previously designed the BD-1: John Shuttleworth, “The Bede BD-4,”
Sport Aviation, (September, 1969): 36-42.

The BD-2 and distance record: “Bede Scores Three World Records,” Sport Aviation,
(January, 1970): 4-5.

BD-4: John Shuttleworth, “The Bede BD-4,” Sport Aviation, (September, 1969): 36-42.
Also see ad for BD-4 on page 60 of the March, 1970 Sport Aviation.

Others thought the “erector set: kit flaunted FAA rules: Kevin V. Brown, “Build This
New 4-Place Cabin Plane,” Popular Mechanics, (May, 1969): 112-117, 208 coined the
phrase “Erector Set homebuilt” and pointed out that the FAA had yet to approve a kit as
being eligible for amateur-built certification.

Bede insisted the builder still had to provide 80 percent of the labor: ibid..
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The FAA agreed and approved the kit in 1973: “Hot Line from HQ: FAA Approves
Homebuilt Materials Kits,” Sport Aviation, (May, 1973): 6. The BD-5 kit was also
approved at this time, along with Bryan Aircraft’s HP series sailplanes, and Rotorway’s
Scorpion I and 11. These are believed to be the first kits ever approved by the FAA as
“eligible for certification as amateur built aircraft, providing the builder complies with
other applicable FARs and constructs the machine for his own educational or
recreational purposes.”

BD-5 performance: Jack Cox, “A Hot Time in Oshkosh,” Sport Aviation, (October,
1975): 10-19 coined the phrase “California to Illinois non-stop for $30” to describe the
fantasies of many pilots. The BD-5 likely would have met the $30 goal, but its range of
about 1,000 miles would have required a fuel stop to fly from California to Illinois.

Number of BD-5 kits ordered: John W. Olcott, “Bede Fever,” Flying, (September,
1973): 43-47.
The BD-5 prototype flew on September 12, 1971: ibid. There is a discrepancy in the

date reported for the first flight. Sport Aviation, (October, 1971) reported the date as
September 13, 1971 in “Hotline from Headquarters: The Micro Flies.”

Failures besieged the Hirth: ibid.

Oshkosh attendees settled for jackets: “Convention Comments,” Sport Aviation,
(October, 1970): 27-28 reported on the various items Bede had for sale in his booth,
including “jackets, lapel pins, mustache wax and navel dusters, all with the BD
trademark.”

Films of the airplane flying over Kansas: Bob Whittier, “Oshkosh 1972,” Sport
Aviation, (October, 1972): 4-13.

Bede became one of the most polarizing figures in homebuilding: Richard L. Collins,
“A Dream of the Seventies,” Sport Aviation, (April, 2013): 72-78.

VariViggen design: Art Stockel, “Rutan ‘Vari-Viggen” Completed,” Sport Aviation,
(May, 1972): 11-14.

Burt Rutan background: ibid.

Vari-Viggen at Oshkosh in 1972: Bob Whittier, “Oshkosh 1972,” Sport Aviation,
(October, 1972): 4-13 and “1972 EAA Convention Fly-In Award Winners,” Sport
Aviation, (October, 1972): 57-60.

Richard VanGrunsven’s background and the story of his Playboy to RV-1 conversion
were primarily taken from my interview with him on September 2, 2014. Some details
on the RV-1 were taken from Richard VanGrunsven, “Cantilever-Wing ‘Playboy,’”
Sport Aviation (June, 1968): 51-52.

RV-3 design and Oshkosh 1972: VanGrunsven interview, Bob Whittier, “Oshkosh
1972,” Sport Aviation, (October, 1972): 4-13, and Jack Cox, “The Amazing RV-3,”
Sport Aviation, (October, 1972): 20-23.

EAA had become the second-largest association for pilots: Bob Whittier, “Oshkosh
1972,” Sport Aviation, (October, 1972): 4-13.

More than five thousand aircraft landed at some point: ibid.
One manufacturer spent nine million dollars to certify a four-seat airplane: ibid.



125
125

126

126

126

126

126

126

128

128

128

128

128
128
128

128-
129

129
129
129

More than fifty exhibitors displayed wares at Oshkosh: ibid.

FAA blessed BD-4 and BD-5 kits in 1973: “Hot Line from HQ: FAA Approves
Homebuilt Materials Kits,” Sport Aviation, (May, 1973): 6.

“That’s it! That’s what I’ve been waiting for!”: Jack Cox, “A Hot Time in Oshkosh,”
Sport Aviation, (October, 1975): 10-19.

VariEze design and construction: Burt Rutan, “Reflections on Glass — VariEze —
Designer’s First Report,” Sport Aviation, (January, 1976): 10-19 and Burt Rutan, “Tale
of the Three EZ’s,” Sport Aviation, (February, 1980): 34-39.

Rutan initially designed the airplane with breaking Lesher’s records in mind: ibid.

Ken Rand and composite KR-1: Bob Whittier, “Oshkosh 1972,” Sport Aviation,
(October, 1972): 4-13 and Jack Cox, “Ken Rand’s Styrofoam Airplane,” Sport Aviation,
(January, 1973): 35-39.

Rutan used a hot wire to carve his foam: Burt Rutan, “Reflections on Glass — VariEze —
Designer’s First Report,” Sport Aviation, (January, 1976): 10-109.

A wing could be built in two days: ibid. had a table showing that two wings could be
built in 50 man-hours; assuming a single wing would take half that time (25 hours), 2-3
dedicated and competent people might expect to build a wing in two days.

Dick Rutan record in VariEze: Jack Cox, “VariEze...For the Record,” Sport Aviation,
(October, 1975): 20-33.

Leeon Davis’ record: Jack Cox, “Hot Line from Headquarters: Oshkosh *76,” Sport
Aviation, (September, 1976): 6-9.

Another engine failure and excessive maintenance convinced Burt Rutan to abandon the
Volkswagen engine and the C-1al distance record: email with Burt Rutan, December
10, 2015 and Burt Rutan, “Tale of the Three EZ’s,” Sport Aviation, (February, 1980):
34-39.

VariEze design changes: Burt Rutan, “Reflections on Glass — VariEze — Designer’s
First Report,” Sport Aviation, (January, 1976): 10-109.

Rutan Aircraft Factory: Jack Cox, “VariEze Update,” Sport Aviation, (April, 1977): 13-
20.

Rutan spent eight months traveling: ibid.

Long-EZ design: Burt Rutan, “Tale of the Three EZ’s,” Sport Aviation, (February,
1980): 34-39.

Dick Rutan records in Long-EZ: Jack Cox, “Czechmate! Dick Rutan Sets a World
Record in the Long-EZ,” Sport Aviation, (February, 1980): 28-33 and Jack Cox, “Trial
by Whiskey Compass,” Sport Aviation, (December, 1981): 56-62.

Five completed RV-3s appeared at Oshkosh in 1975: Jack Cox, “A Hot Time in
Oshkosh,” Sport Aviation, (October, 1975): 10-19.

Van had doubts about his RV-3: September 2, 2014 interview.

Two-stroke engines: George C. Larson, “Two Strokes for Plane Folks,” Flying,
(September, 1973): 48-49.
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The Hirths were prone to overheating and failures: John W. Olcott, “Bede Fever,”
Flying, (September, 1973): 43-47 and George C. Larson, “Two Strokes for Plane
Folks,” Flying, (September, 1973): 48-49.

A few other BD-5s used a modified Honda engine: Jerry Kibler, “Honda Powered BD-
5,” Sport Aviation, (July, 1975): 10-12.

Many BD-5 builders hadn’t received their kits: Debbie Gary, “Before the Fall: Jim
Bede and the 1975 BD-5 Jet Team,” Air & Space/Smithsonian, (August, 2014): 60-65
and John W. Olcott, “Bede Aircraft: A Going Concern?”” Flying, (September, 1973):
55-56.

BD-5J design and Oshkosh 1975: Jack Cox, “New from Newton . . . The BD-6 and a
Jet Micro,” Sport Aviation, (July, 1973): 30-32; Jack Cox, “Hot Line from
Headquarters: Oshkosh Sampler,” Sport Aviation, (September, 1973): 6-10; and Jack
Cox, “A Hot Time in Oshkosh,” Sport Aviation, (October, 1975): 10-19. The BD-5J
actually made its debut at the 1973 Oshkosh, but it was heavily damaged during a
landing accident.

TRS-18 engine: William Garvey, “Homebuilt Machbuster,” Popular Mechanics,
(December, 1989): 68-71.

The US Aiir Force was intrigued enough by the BD-5J: Gary C. Hill and Jeffrey V.
Bowles, Study of a Very Low Cost Air Combat Maneuvering Trainer Aircraft, NASA
Technical Memorandum TM X-73,162, August 1976. Ames Research Center, Moffett
Field, California. Also see Richard B. Weeghman, “Reporting Points: F-.5,” Flying,
(August, 1975): 22, 25.

Bede’s publicity director decided that a demonstration team of jets would be the
solution: Debbie Gary, “Before the Fall: Jim Bede and the 1975 BD-5 Jet Team,” Air &
Space/Smithsonian, (August, 2014): 60-65.

Debbie Gary and the BD-5J airshow team: ibid.

Bede had bet the rest of the company on the microjet: ibid. and Seth B. Anderson, “A
Critique of the BD-5 Concept,” Sport Aviation, (August, 1986): 46-49.

Bede declared bankruptcy: Jack Cox, “Hot Line from Headquarters: Bede Bankruptcy,”
Sport Aviation, (February, 1980): 6-9.

The settlement dragged on until 1988: Jack Cox, “Hot Line from Headquarters: Of
Historical Note,” Sport Aviation, (April, 1988): 6-13.

Part of the settlement ... required Bede refrain from selling kit aircraft: Richard L.
Collins, “A Dream of the Seventies,” Sport Aviation, (April, 2013): 72-78.

Van flew the first flight of his two-seat RV-4: Dick VanGrunsven, “The RV-4 Story,”
Sport Aviation, (May, 1980): 28-34.

A few small companies had been exhibiting at the fly-in since the mid-1960s:
“Commercial Displays,” Sport Aviation, (October, 1965): 54-55 reported that both the
Bellanca and Aero Commander aircraft companies brought their newest models to the
1965 Rockford fly-in.

After Oshkosh attendance surged past the half-million mark each year: Berl Brechner,
“Aircraft Manufacturers at Oshkosh ’87,” Sport Aviation, (December, 1987): 24-26.

By the mid-1970s, the Big Four started hauling their latest models each year: ibid.
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Roy LoPresti reportedly got from a homebuilder the idea: ibid.

Richard Killingsworth background: “Killingsworth Selected as Nominee to EM Post,”
Playground Daily News, (June 1, 1973): 16A and “Funeral Notices,” Playground Daily
News, (April 14, 1975): 3B.

Jeanie’s Teenie had been featured in Popular Mechanics: Kevin V. Brown, “Build This
‘Flying Volkswagen’ for Less Than $600!” Popular Mechanics: (May, 1968): 121-124,
176.

DSK-1 Hawk design: Sheldon M. Gallager and Howard Levy, “The homebuilt you
have to see to believe,” PopularMechanics, (May, 1974): 109-111.

Killingsworth outlined his sales and future plans in a letter to Arnold Ebneter dated
May 24, 1974.

Killingsworth accident: “Local Man Dies in Air Crash,” Playground Daily News, (April
13, 1975): 1A and National Transportation Safety Board Aviation Accident Final
Report, Accident Number MIA75FLA38, available at
https://www.ntsb.gov/_layouts/ntsb.aviation/brief.aspx?ev_id=48614&key=0.

Frank Christensen background and Eagle design: David Gustafson, “Frank Christensen
and the Kit Plane Revolution,” available at
http://wwwe.aircraftspruce.com/catalog/kitspages/frankchristensen.php, accessed
November 15, 2015.

Fly-in attendees first sought out the six Rutan VariEzes: Jack Cox, “Oshkosh *77 ... A
Sterling Silver Anniversary,” Sport Aviation, (October, 1977): 13-18.

With the first Eagle sighting: ibid.

Christensen met twice with an FAA official: David Gustafson, “Frank Christensen and
the Kit Plane Revolution,” available at
http://www.aircraftspruce.com/catalog/kitspages/frankchristensen.php, accessed
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Epilogue

199 Newspaper articles: See, for example, http://www.australianflying.com.au/news/jabiru-
2200-powered-home-built-sets-unofficial-distance-record.

201 Donald Rock is now a county park: https://parks-lwrd.countyofdane.com/park/Donald.

201 Currently on display at the Finnish Aviation Museum:
https://www.ilmailumuseot.fi/tuotteet.ntm1?id=20738/341989.

201 The HK-1 is still the only Finnish aircraft to ever set a world record: | conducted an
exhaustive search of FAI records and could find no evidence of other records.
Teal is part of the EAA AirVenture Museum’s collection: As of 2017, Teal was not on

201 display full-time, but was normally shown as part of an outside collection during
AirVenture.

201 Jim Bede died in 2015: Obituary available at
http://obits.cleveland.com/obituaries/cleveland/obituary.aspx?pid=175270503.

201 More than nine thousand of Van’s airplanes have flown worldwide: Data provided by
the “Hobbs Meter” at http://www.vansaircraft.com/.

201 Burt Rutan retired from Scaled Composites in 2011: Steve Schapiro, “Burt Rutan: The
Scaled Composite Years,” Sport Aviation, (May, 2011): 20-26.
Poberezny retirements: Tom Poberezny, “Position Report: Looking Forward,” Sport

201 Aviation, (May, 2009): 6 and Tom Poberezny, “My 49 Years With EAA,” Sport
Aviation, (September, 2011): 3. Tom Poberezny retired August 1, 2011, not in 2012.

201 Paul died on August 22, 2013: “Paul Poberezny: Founder, 1921-2013,” Sport Aviation,

(October, 2013): 48-55.



